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Agenda
● Introductions

● Knowledge Check

● Mirror Interpreting Practice

● Practice sight translation

● Practice consecutive interpretation

● Practice simultaneous interpretation



Esteban

Chicago, IL

2005- Began Interpreting
Trilingual (ASL, SPA, ENG)
● Freelance
● K-12 and Postsecondary
● VRS
● Medical
● City of Chicago- MOPD



Teri
● Born: California | Lives: Illinois (33 yrs)

● Family: Married to Steve; kids: Kelly & 
Sean

● Career: Longest job – Manager, Deaf 
Health Program, Mount Sinai

● CDI: Since 2009 | Favorite: Medical

● Now: Teaching at Moraine Valley 
Community College (MVCC)





Why Hire a Deaf Interpreter (DI)?



Why Hire a Deaf Interpreter (DI)?

•Clear communication 

•Cultural & ASL expertise 

•Handles complex topics 

•Builds trust & comfort 

•Enhances interpreter teamwork 

•Meets unique needs



Which settings can be interpreted by 
Intermediate Licensed [Yellow] Interpreters?

Intermediate



Which settings can be interpreted by 
Intermediate Licensed [Yellow] Interpreters?

● Health Information Workshops
● Law Enforcement Workshops
● Conferences
● College Classes
● Video Relay Services
● Some Government Services:

○ IEP Meetings
○ Parent- Teacher Conferences

● Employment Maintenance
○ Staff Meetings
○ Trainings

● Limited Medical (Appointments with no 
Medical Diagnosis).
○ Home Care
○ AA Meetings
○ Testing (X-Ray, Blood Work, CAT 

Scan, MRI) 

Intermediate

Source: IDHHC website, Illinois Deaf and 
Hard of Hearing Commission, 
https://www.idhhc.state.il.us



Settings NOT permitted for 
Intermediate Licensed [Yellow] Interpreters

Intermediate



Settings NOT permitted for 
Intermediate Licensed [Yellow] Interpreters

Intermediate
● Legal

● Financial

● Doctor Appointments

Source: IDHHC website, Illinois Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Commission, 
https://www.idhhc.state.il.us



Learning Together

● Everyone has different styles and skills

● Be kind and respectful

● Help and support each other

● Safe space to learn and make mistakes

● Try your best

● Have fun 



Mirror Interpreting 



Mirror Interpreting 

The Deaf interpreter watches the original ASL signer or the hearing interpreter.

If the signer is Deaf, the interpreter mirrors the signs as closely as possible

If it is a hearing interpreter, the Deaf interpreter must interpret the message into clear ASL

The goal is to make the message clear for the audience 

Focus on accuracy, timing, and visual clarity.



Group Activity



Grilling Techniques

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-4Qhn0nvcEI




MAC or PC?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TdYMME_3zw




Sight Translation



Sight Translation

Changing a message from English to ASL (or ASL to English)

Sharing the same meaning, not signing every single word

Making the message clear and easy to understand

Check your message for accuracy and communicate clearly with your 
team.





Group Activity

You are interpreting a 
meeting about: 

COLONOSCOPY 
PREPARATION











Consecutive Interpreting 



Consecutive Interpreting 

The hearing interpreter signs to the Deaf interpreter.

The Deaf interpreter waits to get the full information.

Then the Deaf interpreter interprets the message into ASL.

This step-by-step process keeps the message clear and correct.



Group Activity



Medical Setting

Please fast for 12 hours.

Now that testing is complete, you will need to 
schedule a follow-up appointment with your doctor 
to discuss the results. 







Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV)

You need to bring two documents showing 
your address. 

After that, we will take your photo, and you 
will pay the fee at the counter.





Housing Assistance Agency

We help families apply for rental assistance. 

I need to ask about your household income, the 
number of people living in your home, and 
whether you have received assistance this year.





Job Interview

Tell me about your past experience. 

What skills do you feel you bring to this 
position?





VR Appointment

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mMK0hKUzpF0




Interactive Interpreting- Job Interview

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKY3oU1tSLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKY3oU1tSLs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKY3oU1tSLs




Simultaneous Interpreting 



Simultaneous Interpreting 

The hearing interpreter signs right away to the Deaf interpreter.

The Deaf interpreter signs right away to the Deaf consumer.

The message keeps moving without stopping.

The Deaf interpreter must change the message into clear ASL, not 
just copy the signs they see.



Group Activity



Every Type of Baby Cry Explained

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3G5aAQL3R_g




Food Safety

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F6GrGA0LpwI






RESOURCES
o RID Professional Practice Paper- Deaf Interpreter (https://rid.org/wp-

content/uploads/2025/01/RID-PPP-Deaf-Interpreter.pdf)

o WordHippo (https://www.wordhippo.com/)

o WordReference (https://www.wordreference.com/)

o CATIE (https://noviceinterpreters.org/)

o Purdue OWL 
(https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/multilingual/multilingual_instructors_tutors/esl_teacher_resource
s/index.html)

o UsingEnglish (https://www.usingenglish.com/)
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